
Volume LV
Edition 304

 December 2022
International Bulletin OFM

On 31 October, Pope Francis received in audience, 
in the Clementine Hall of the Apostolic Palace in the 
Vatican, the members of the Ecclesial Coordination 
for the 8th Franciscan Centenary, the Committee for 
the Centenary of the Franciscan Family and other 
members of the Franciscan Family itself. There were 
about 300 participants in the audience: in addition to 
the members of the Franciscan Family, the Bishops 
of Assisi, Rieti, Arezzo, and the civil authorities of the 
Franciscan places in Italy also attended the audience.

Br Massimo Fusarelli, Minister General, greeted 
the Pope on behalf of all present: “I address you 
together with the Minister General of the Friars Minor 
Conventual and the Minister General of the Secular 
Franciscan Order. We thank you for welcoming us into 
your home as Franciscan Family. We are preparing to 
open the Franciscan Centenary, which will allow us to 
retrace the last years of the Poverello’s life, marked 
by important moments of his human and Christian 
journey”. 

The Pope thanked Br Massimo for his words to him. 
He expressed his joy at meeting the Franciscan Family 

“as we approach the eighth Franciscan Centenary 
(2023-2026), which promises to be a pilgrimage from 
the Holy Valley of Rieti, passing through La Verna, to 
Assisi, where everything began”.

The Pope added: “After eight centuries, St Francis 
remains a mystery”; to find the answer, “one must put 
oneself in the school of the Poverello” who finds his 
meaning in his ardent love for Christ and in listening, 
walking, and proclaiming to the peripheries.

The Holy Father recalled the need to “jointly 
interpret the imitation of Christ and the love for the 
poor” and not to let the Franciscan Centenary be a 
mere ritual occasion. 

The Pope concluded his speech by encouraging 
the Franciscan Family “to live the long-awaited 
Franciscan Centenary to the full”. He hopes that “this 
spiritual and cultural journey can be combined with 
the Jubilee of 2025, in the conviction that St Francis of 
Assisi still urges the Church to live its fidelity to Christ 
and its mission in our time”.

“KNOWING HOW TO JOINTLY INTERPRET THE IMITATION OF CHRIST AND LOVE FOR THE POOR” 

Complete text of Pope Francis in Italiano – Español – Português
Complete text of Minister General in Italiano

Pope Francis to the Members of the Ecclesial Coordination for the 8th Franciscan Centenary

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/speeches/2022/october/documents/20221031-viiicentenario-francescano.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/es/speeches/2022/october/documents/20221031-viiicentenario-francescano.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/pt/speeches/2022/october/documents/20221031-viiicentenario-francescano.html
https://ofm.org/papa-francesco-sapere-declinare-insieme-l-imitazione-di-cristo-e-l-amore-per-i-poveri.html
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OTHER 
NEWS

MEETING OF GENERAL 
DEFINITORY AND VISITATORS 2022 

From 14 to 18 November 2022, 
the meeting between the Minister 
General, Br Massimo Fusarelli, and 
his Definitory with the Visitators 
General appointed in the last 12 
months is taking place at the General 
Curia in Rome. 

On the first day of the meeting, 
moderated by Br Victor Luís 
Quematcha, Definitor General, the 
Minister General welcomed the 
Visitators, encouraging them to: “to 
recognise whether in the Province 
or autonomous Custody there are 
present all the elements suitable for 
fulfilling the life and mission of the 
Order, which is to be considered 
among its most important tasks” 
(GS 126). And, using an evangelical 
metaphor, he said that “the challenge 
is to “see the new shoots” and 
perhaps have the courage to “cut 
off some dry branches” so that life 
can blossom again. It is a matter of 
seizing these new beginnings, which 
we risk not seeing if we concentrate 
on imagining the Church and the 
Order only as they have been in the 
past, even the recent past”.

This was followed by a time of 
comments, dialogue, and questions 
between the Visitators and the 
General Definitory. The Visitators 
expressed their fears and hopes; 
some, who had already begun 

canonical visitations, shared their 
experiences as a moment of 
personal growth.

The first day ended with a 
Eucharistic celebration presided 
over by Br Ignacio Ceja, Vicar General 
of the Order. 

In the following days, all areas 
of the Canonical Visitation, such as 
the Provincial Chapter, the Chapter 
Congress, the Special Statutes 
of the Canonical Visitation, the 
Provincial Economy, and the offices 
of animation of a Franciscan entity, 
will be explored. 

FOOTSTEPS OF PEACE: BR 
MASSIMO AND BR KONRAD VISIT 

THE PROVINCE OF ST MICHAEL 
ARCHANGEL IN UKRAINE

From 27-30 October, Minister 
General Br Massimo Fusarelli, 
accompanied by the Definitor 
General for the North Slavic 
Conference, Br Konrad Cholewa, 
visited Ukraine as a sign of fraternal 
solidarity. They met the friars of the 
Province of St Michael Archangel 
as a testimony of closeness to the 
Ukrainian people who have been 
subjected to the horror of war for 
months. 

These were intense days, in which 
Br Massimo and Br Konrad were 

able to visit the Provincial Curia 
of the Friars Minor in Zhytomyr, 
where they saw with their own 
eyes the destruction caused by the 
war. At Shargorod, Br Massimo had 
the opportunity to see most of the 
friars of the Province, to whom he 
addressed his message of peace 
“May the strength that Jesus gives us 
sustain you all, dear brothers who 
live in this tormented and attacked 
land: May it help you to walk in 
communion with one another and 
in deep union with your people”, 
he said during Mass. At Rava Ruska 
Br Massimo blessed the friary, and 
was able to meet with several friars 
of the Province, listening to their 
experiences helping the fugitives 
from the war and exhorting them 
to be witnesses to peace and 
mercy towards those who lack the 
necessary for life with dignity. Before 
returning to Italy, Br Massimo and Br 
Konrad called in for breakfast in Lviv 
with Mons. Mieczyslaw Mokrzycki, 
Archbishop of Lviv for the Latins, 
to hear his witness to wartime 
experience.

In the preceding days the Minister 
General, accompanied as ever by the 
General Definitor, visited the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia and Poland. It was 
an opportunity to meet the local 
fraternities and bring the presence 
of St Francis: “The words of the 
Minister struck me forcefully - said 
Br Jakub Sadilek, Provincial Minister 
of the Czech Franciscan Province 
- and encouraged us to live and 
deepen our contemplative prayer,  
our evangelization and our contact 
with the poor through living with 
them”. 



FRATERNITAS | WWW.OFM.ORG | 2 FRATERNITAS | WWW.OFM.ORG | 3

PAOLO RAFFAELE PUGLIESE 
Costruire in noi una casa per 
Dio. La Regola non bollata di 
Francesco di Assisi 
(Build in us a house for God. The 
Unapproved Rule of Francis of Assisi)
Porziuncola, 2022, pp 318

These pages constitute 
a precious and previously 
unpublished introduction to the 
Regola non bollata, a text which 
reached its final draft in 1221. It 
was the Rule, amongst all Francis’ 

writings, that is today recognised as having a special 
role: for historians it is the most authentic narration 
of the experience of faith of the Saint from Assisi and 
a fundamental work for the history of spirituality. 
Paolo Raffaele Pugliese comments vividly on the text 
of the Rule: on the one hand he brings to light the 
inner certainties of Francis, his Christian adventure, 
the witness given by the first brothers whilst on the 
other he translates these values into the cultural 
context of our time, succeeding in reaching everyone. 
The Author, through his attractive and flowing style of 
writing addresses the reader with a firm conviction: 
to make disciples for the Lord Jesus, today as in the 

past, is the most extraordinary of 
challenges. 

CARLO DALLARI
Non ho fatto niente di male. Come 
e perché confessarsi
(I haven’t done anything wrong. How 
and why you should confess)
Porziuncola, 2022, pp 68

Let’s face it, confessing is 
not easy and the objections are 
numerous:

- “What’s its purpose? In any 
case, I always fall back into the 

same mistakes”; - “When I open my mouth in front 
of the priest, I get anxious”; - “I’m not going to tell 
my sins to a man, I deal directly with God”. And the 
list could go on. Carlo Dallari tries to shed some light 
on this important issue: with simple language, within 
everyone’s reach and with examples gathered from 
daily experience, he guides readers to rediscover 
a “forgotten sacrament” and to overcome possible 
fears. An experience of faith that opens up to 
forgiveness, peace and a newfound freedom.

DOMENICO PAOLETTI
Accoglienza: lo stile di 
Francesco
(Hospitality: Francis’ way)
Edizioni Biblioteca 
Francescana, 2022, pp 
160

With this book, 
Domenico Paoletti, a 
Conventual Friar Minor, 
offers further insight into 
the fundamental values 
of the “way of Francis”, 

summarized in three key words, which are also the 
titles of the three books that make up a small trilogy: 
minority, proximity and hospitality.

The author finds in the idea of hospitality a 
synthesis of his journey, capable of pulling together 
three fundamental inspiring impulses in a simple 
way: the Christian faith, rediscovered in the Word of 
God and purified of any closed doctrinal paternalism; 
the Franciscan charism, recognized as a radical 
rediscovery of the gospel; attention to the human 
quality of hospitality, which regards the condition of 
every person who is born on earth and presents as a 
call for the recognition of the equal dignity of every 
human being.

FRANCISCAN 
BOOKMARK

MINISTER GENERAL’S LETTER FOR THE SIXTH WORLD DAY OF THE POOR

“Like last year, I ask each one, at least with another brother or 
more than one, to make a gesture of minority, of entrustment to 
Providence, of service and sharing with the poor. This will be the 
best preparation for the Centenary of the Rule and Christmas at 
Greccio”.  This is what we read in the Letter of the Minister General 
Br Massimo Fusarelli on the occasion of the VI World Day of the 
Poor, which is celebrated this year on 13 November.

Full text of the Letter: English - Italiano - Español - Français - Português - Polski - Deutsch - Hrvatski

https://ofm.org/uploads/English.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Italiano.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Espan%CC%83ol.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Franc%CC%A7ais.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Portugue%CC%82s.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Polski.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Deutsch.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/MG_LettGiornPoveri22CRO.pdf


FRATERNITAS | International Bulletin OFM 
editor: br. Evódio João, OFM
translator: br. Eunan McMullan, OFM
 

www.ofm.org 
fraternitas@ofm.org 

www.fb.com/ofm.org
@ofmdotorg | @ofmorgES | @ofmorgIT

EVENTS
AGENDA

OF THE MINISTER GENERAL 
DECEMBER 2022

1 – Rome: Holy Mass and Meeting with the International  
 Commission for the Revision of the General   
 Constitutions of the Poor Clares
2-10 - Angola: Visit to the Foundation of the Immaculate  
 Mother of God of Angola  
12-17 - Rome: Tempo Forte
14 - Rome: Meeting with the International Fraternity of  
 Saint Anthony
17 - Rome: St Clare’s Convent, Holy Mass and visit to the  
 community 
18 - Latina: Holy Mass and visit to the Parish of the   
 Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin  
 Mary
20 - Rome: Conference of the Ministers General of the  
 First Order
25 - Greccio: Mass at night 
31 - Aquila: Holy Mass and Te Deum

RATIO EVANGELIZATIONIS: INSTRUMENTUM 
LABORIS

Dear Minister Provincial and Custos,
Dear Brother Secretaries of the Conferences for 

Mission and Evangelisation, PEACE AND GOOD!.
With some of you we began this work of building 

the ratio evangelizationis but I also know that some of 
you are beginning your service. I am sending you the 
letter from the Minister, the Letter from the secretariat 
of Missionary Evangelization and the instrumentum 
laboris, all in the 3 languages, Spanish, Italian and 
English. We ask you to please be attentive to the 
realization of this work in each province, so that the 
person in charge of the secretariat of evangelization of 
the province, encourages the work in each fraternity of 
his province, so that each provincial secretary collects 
the answers of the questionnaire and sends it to the 
General Curia to the mail indicated in the letter, before 
March 8, 2023.

We thank the commitment to this work that will be 
of much good for the Order.

Fraternally,
Br Francisco Gómez Vargas, ofm
Secretary General of Missionary Evangelization
Letters of the Minister General and of the General 

Secretariat for the Missions and Evangelization: English - 
Italiano –  Español

Instrumentum Laboris: English - Italiano - Español

IN MEMORY OF MONS. IRINEU SÍLVIO WILGES (1936 – 2022)

NEW PROVINCIAL MINISTERS 
AND CUSTODES

Br Xavier Durai Raj, Saint Thomas’ Province, India;
Br Edilson Rocha da Silva, Saint Benedict of the 

Amazon’s Custody, Brazil.

NEW VISITATORS 
AND GENERAL DELEGATES 

Br Ignacio Ceja, Vicar-General of the Order, Delegate 
General for Saint Francis of Quito’s Province, Ecuador;

Br Jimmy Zammit, Definitor General, Delegate General 
for the St Isidore’s Rome;

Br Victor Luís Quematcha, Definitor General, Delegate 
General for the Foundation of Saint Francis in South 
Sudan; 

Br John Puodziunas, General Bursar of the Order, 
Delegate General for Saint Casimir’s Province in Lithuania;

Br Francesco Ielpo, of Saint Anthony’s Province, North 
Italy, Visitator General for the Italian Provinces;  Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Naples; Immaculate Conception 
in Salerno; Our Lady of the Graces in Benevento; Province 
of the Seven Martyrs in Catanzaro.

“We, Franciscan Friars of Rio Grande do Sul, 
communicate with sadness the death of our brother, 
Dom Irineu Sílvio Wilges, OFM, on Thursday, 17 
November 2022”. This is the message received from the 
Province of St Francis of Assisi in Brazil on the death of 
Br Irineu, Bishop Emeritus of Cachoeira del Sul in Brazil, 
who died at the age of 86.

Continue to read
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