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EARTHQUAKE IN SYRIA AND TURKEY

THE TESTIMONY OF THE FRANCISCAN FRIARS

Scale struck southern Turkey and northern Syria, causing hun- | very strong shock, we are fine and we have
dreds of deaths and extensive damage to civilian buildings and | not recorded any casualties among Christians.
infrastructure. But we have a lot of material damage and
injuries, many houses have been destroyed”
The Minister General, Br Massimo Fusarell, on a vis- | (BrHanna Yallouf of Yacoubieh)
it to Brazil, contacted the Custos of the Holy Land by tele- \ /
phone, who reported: “We are wusing the parish structures
and the Terra Santa College to welcome the parishioners left homeless. Thanks be to God, the friars are well”.
He also contacted some Franciscan friars of the Custody of the Holy Land who live in Syria.
The Minister General expresses in the name of the General Definitory and of the entire Order of Friars Minor the deepest
condolences and the closeness of the Franciscans to the affected populations, to the families, to those who have been left
homeless and remembers the victims in prayer.

On 6 February, a violent earthquake measuring 7.8 on the Richter /~ “We thank the Lord because, despite the

/“We had material damage to the bell tower of\
the church and to the statue of St. Anthony. Many Below is the link to support fundraising and aid through the OFM
objects fell to the ground in the church, but thank Fraternitas Foundation of the General Curia:

God, we and our parishioners only suffered material https://www.ofmfraternitas.org/en/donate-for-earthquake-emer-
damage” (Br Fadi Azar from Latakia, the most gency-syria-turkey/

important Syrian port city)

&

+ Br. Massimo, Minister general, and Br. César, Definitor in Botswana, the first Franciscan presence in this country.
general for Latin America, will visit the provinces Santa * From February 27th to March 5th, the UFME Conference and
Fé and San Pablo, en Colombia, from 8th to 17th Febru- the meeting with the Provincials of the South-Slavic Confer-
ary. Then, from 18th to the 21st, they visit the Custody of ence will be held in Medjugorje, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
the Sacred Heart, in Brazil. The Minister general and the Definitors will participate.

* Br. Konrad Cholewa, Definitor general, participates, up to + Br. John Wong, Definitor general, continues to visit Fran-
17th February, in the opening of the new missionary pres- ciscan Missions in Laos and Vietnam up to February

ence of the Province of the Immaculate Conception (Poland) 20th.


https://www.ofmfraternitas.org/en/donate-for-earthquake-emergency-syria-turkey/
https://www.ofmfraternitas.org/en/donate-for-earthquake-emergency-syria-turkey/
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THE FRIARS' HELP TO SYRIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

heard from Delegate Br Bahjat Karakach, Guardian

and parish priest in Aleppo, Syria. We report his testi-
mony: "Immediately after the earthquake we announced that
in our church we would welcome people and shelter them
from the cold and rain, and so did many other churches. Here
in the city, there is talk of around 600 dead, more than 1,500
injured and countless missing - all figures that are bound to
increase. We know of a Greek Catholic priest who died under
the rubble, unfortunately”.

Br Francesco Patton, OFM, Custos of the Holy Land,

Many buildings collapsed or were seriously damaged, ren-
dered unusable by the earthquake and subsequent after-
shocks. In fact, Br Bahjat continues: "Our church was not
immune from damage as the two bell towers lost a lot of mate-
rial, the rubble filled the street and the courtyard. We also face
the danger that the buildings in front of the church will collapse
because of cracks, and this portends great dangers that we
will have to face in the future".

In Aleppo, Christian structures are at the forefront in helping
displaced people: "We have three convents in the city and all
three welcome displaced people according to their capacity:
in our parish convent in the centre of the city, we take in about
500 people; in the Holy Land college, further out, about 2,000,
also having spaces outdoors, while the branch church accom-
modates about 50 people. We serve three meals a day. No
one wants to go home, because people are afraid of other,
stronger tremors. The temperatures continue to drop, even
below zero; therefore, we make sure to keep the places warm
for the children".

Br Massimo Fusarelli, Minister General of the Order of Friars
Minor, is supporting the fundraising for the earthquake emer-
gency and has set up the donation platform through his OFM
Fraternitas Foundation. "Together with the Custos of the Holy
Land, we will support the projects and requests for first aid,"
said the Minister General.

The friars are active to face an epochal emergency. They welcome the wounded and displaced in their facilities, providing
them with basic necessities. In addition to material help, the friars offer everyone that word of comfort that every person

involved in the catastrophe needs.

To support the friars in dealing with the earthquake emergency in Syria and Turkey, click here.
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UNION OF LATIN AMERICAN FRANCISCAN CONFERENCES

27TH UCLAF ASSEMBLY

the Province of the Immaculate Conception in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The meeting was attended by the Minister General, the

The Assembly of the Union of Latin American Franciscan Conferences (UCLAF) was hosted from 23 to 27 January by

General Definitory, the Secretary General for Formation and Studies, the Secretary General for Missionary Evangelization,
the Animator of the General Office of Justice and Peace and Integrity of Creation, together with all the Ministers Provincial and
Custodes of UCLAF.

“It was a powerful experience,"said Br
John Wong, General Definitor for the
Conferences of Asia and Oceania. "It
was a pleasure to be here, to listen to the
friars, their challenges, the dreams and
hopes of the local Church. As an Asian, |
felt completely welcomed”.

Br Joaquin Echeverry, General Definitor
for the Conference of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe (which includes Central America,
the Caribbean and Mexico), empha-
sized the importance of "continuing to
animate the friars on a synodal path, of
encounter, of new challenges, with great
hope. The charism in Latin America will
help us to build new forms of evange-
lization, new forms of encounter with
Jesus through our brothers and sisters,
and especially through the poor".

“It is a synodal journey to renew our vi-
sion and embrace our future," explained
Br Fredy Gélvez, Minister Provincial of
the Province of St Juniper Serra in Mex-
ico and President of the Conference of

Our Lady of Guadalupe. "We want to
carry out our mission as Friars Minor
and build the Church as the Lord asks
us to, in this world that so badly needs
the values of our charism”.

“It was a pleasant meeting because it is
always nice to meet the brothers to dis-
cern and get to know each other better,
to deepen our life as brothers and as Mi-
nors", said Br. Daniel Fleitas Zeni, Pres-
ident of the Brazil and Southern Cone
Conference. challenge to recognize and
discover our presence in Latin America
as a great gift from God to the Church of
this land. We must continue to animate
our life here as a gift from God to this
land, to this people”.

Watch the full interview in Spanish on
OFM YouTube channel

“The assembly ended with the celebra-
tion of Mass presided over by Br Mas-
simo Fusarelli, Minister General, who
thanked the Lord for the sharing and

living with the friars in his homily. "The
memory of our charism as Friars Minor,
which the Franciscan Centenary helps
us to retrace, is a blueprint for the future.
We are called to a more intense effort
to listen to the Lord so that the charism
may be expressed here and now in Lat-
in America, in its many diversities. [...]
Our witness and evangelization make
present the fulfilment of the Gospel of
the Lord in our time, its life-giving power.
Mission is primarily the transparency of
the Lord's presence and power, rather
than an idea," said Br Massimo in the
final celebration, also recalling how St
Francis himself sent the friars out two by
two to announce "peace to all, and pen-
ance for the forgiveness of sins" (cf. LM
).

Read the full text of Minister General's
homily: Italiano — Espafiol — Portugués

Read here the chronicle of the five days
of the meeting
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https://youtu.be/FTryHcGqkv0
https://youtu.be/FTryHcGqkv0
https://ofm.org/uploads/MG%20omelia%2027.01.2023%20UCLAF%20ITA.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/MG%20omelia%2027.01.2023%20UCLAF%20ES.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/MG%20omelia%2027.01.2023%20UCLAF%20POR.pdf
https://ofm.org/en/27th-uclaf-assembly-concluded.html
https://ofm.org/en/27th-uclaf-assembly-concluded.html
https://ofm.org/es/concluye-la-xxvii-asamblea-de-la-uclaf.html
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FraNcISCAN CONFERENCE OF BRAZIL - SOUTHERN CONE
MEETING OF SECRETARIES FOR FORMATION AND STUDIES, MISSIONS
AND EVANGELISATION AND JPIC ANIMATORS

n 27 and 28 January, in Brasilia, a meeting was held
Obetween the Secretaries for Formation and Studies,

the Secretaries for Evangelisation and Mission and the
JPIC Animators of the Franciscan Conference Brazil - South-
ern Cone, to deepen the work of collaboration between the in-
stances of animation of the Provinces, Custodies, Conferences
and the Order. Among the more than 30 participants, there were
also Br Francisco Gomez Vargas (General Secretary for Mis-
sions and Evange-
lisation), Br Daniel __
Rodriguez  Blanco
(General Director of
the Office of Justice,
Peace and Integrity
of Creation) and
Br Darko Tepert P
(General ~ Secre- 7
tary for Formation %
and Studies), who
first of all present-
ed the work they JE
are doing based on
the mandates and
orientations issued
by the General
Chapter of 2021.
They offered some proposals to the entities and to the Confer-
ence, such as the commitment to the elaboration of the Ratio
Evangelizationis of the Order, support for the Franciscan Net-
work for Migrants in Latin America (RFM) and the course for
formators that is about to take place.

Following this, the representatives of the Secretariats for
Formation and Studies (Br Fernando Ferrari), Missionary
Evangelisation (Br Edgar Alves) and JPIC Animators (Br Marx
Rodrigues) of the Franciscan Conference Brazil and South-
ern Cone, were invited to present to the assembly their work
plans, objectives, dreams and hopes that were built during the
first Assembly of the Conference, which took place in March
2022 in the city of S&o Paulo.

The  concluding
plenary  session
suggested  con-
crete actions to
be carried out in
collaboration  be-
tween Formation,
Evangelisation
and JPIC. Among
these, it is worth
mentioning  the
creation of theo-
retical and prac-
tical content for
each of the stages
of initial formation,
for evangelisation
and JPIC, a project of ongoing formation that includes mission
experiences and in which the brothers Under Ten are high-
lighted, and also the strengthening of the work of the Francis-
can Network for Latin American Migrants.

FRANCISCANS INTERNATIONAL

SELECTION OF A NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ciscan Family to apply for the position of Executive Director of Franciscans
International, a non-governmental organisation with the mission of providing a
Franciscan voice to the United Nations and its various organisations.

The Conference of the Franciscan Family invites qualified members of the Fran-

Candidates for the position must be members of the Franciscan Family: religious

brothers, religious sisters or secular Franciscans.

Download the Letter and Job Description
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https://ofm.org/es/conferencia-franciscana-del-brasil-cono-sur.html
https://ofm.org/uploads/Selection%20of%20the%20new%20Executive%20Director%20of%20Franciscans%20International.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/JOB%20DESCRIPTION.pdf
https://ofm.org/es/seleccion-de-un-nuevo-director-ejecutivo-para-franciscans-international.html
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Mass at the tomb of Br. Viekoslav Assembly of Our Lady of the Assumption  Start of the formation programme for 6
Kuric, silent hero during the genocide in Province, Brazil new postulants in the USA

Rwanda

Br. Federico Gandolfi in Juba, South Brothers in Assisivanam Madapurachal, Vocations ministry in Guadalajara,
Sudan Kerala, with provincial minister, Br. Xavier Mexico
BR. MASSIMO AND BR. CESAR VISIT PERU

R

n 28 and 29 January, the Minister

General, Br. Massimo Fusarelli,

and the Area Definitor, Br. César
Kilkamp, were in Lima at the Provincial
Chapter of the Missionary Province of St.
Francis to participate, address their greet-
ings and reflection to the capitulars and to
proclaim the new Provincial Minister and
Definitory. Sunday 29 the two Brothers
from the General Curia was also able to
briefly visit the brothers of the Province
of the 12 Apostles, in the convent of San It was an important meeting, exactly when the country lives a difficult moment, and
Francesco. the Franciscans want to be messengers and creators of reconciliation and peace.

In the photo, the new government of the San Francisco Solano Prov-
ince of Peru: Br. Marcos Ivan Saravia Orellana, Provinciale, Br. Percy
Enrique Barrientos Valdez, Provincial Vicar, and the 4 definitors: Br.
Enrique Francisco Diaz Estrada, Br. Marco Antonio Huatay Flores, Br.
Luis Alberto Sanchez Ccuno and Br. José Escurra Mayaute.
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https://ofm.org/es/el-ministro-general-visita-peru.html
https://ofm.org/es/el-ministro-general-visita-peru.html
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BrAzIL

THE VISIT TO THE PROVINCE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

rom January 30 to February 7,
FBr. Massimo Fusarelli, Minister

General, and Br. César Kiilkamp,
Definitor General for Latin America,
made a fraternal visit to the Franciscan
Province of the Immaculate Conception
of Brazil, which covers five states in the
South American country. The priority of
the visit was to meet all the brothers,
with moments of dialogue on the re-
ality of the Province, its strengths and
difficulties, and on the major themes
chosen for the whole Order, including
synodality, identity of the friars minor
and restructuring.

The visit began in Petrpolis, where Br
Massimo and Br César, accompanied
by the Minister Provincial, Br Paulo Ro-
berto Pereira, met all the friars of the 9
fraternities of the State of Rio de Janei-
ro. In Petrdpolis, the Minister General
had the opportunity to stop and pray
at the tomb of Br Constantine Koser, a
friar of the Province of the Immaculate
Conception and Minister General from
1967 to 1979. He led the Order in the
post-conciliar period and in the renewal
of the General Constitutions. He was
also the creator of "Fraternitas", the Or-
der's bulletin designed to "bring togeth-
er" all the friars of the world.

The following day, Br Massimo and Br
César travelled to the state of Espirito
Santo, where they met the friars of the
charming Penha friary (founded in the
16th century) and those of the parishes
of Our Lady of the Rosary and St Clare.

The friars then moved to southern Bra-
zil, with a visit to the friars of the Region
of Curitiba in the fraternity of Rondinha.
Br Massimo wanted to highlight the im-
portance of fraternity: "Fraternity is the
most commonly spoken word among
us [friars]; we are brothers because
we understand each other as children

-OFM 15| FEBRUARY | 2023

of the same Father. [...] However, we
must understand that fraternity is the
real concrete brother!", he said in his
speech, encouraging his fellow friars to
read the signs of the times, to be mis-
sionaries, to be among brothers and
with the people. Br César spoke to the
friars about the Centenaries that the
Order will celebrate until 2026: each
friar received a booklet containing the
Rule of the Order stamped and a Tau,
blessed in the Porziuncola church in
Assisi.

Subsequently the visitors stopped at
the Franciscan novitiate of Rodeio, in
Santa Caterina. In the meeting with all
the friars of the area, the Minister Gen-
eral underlined the challenges that the
region poses, recalling the importance
of the Franciscan charism, ongoing for-
mation, evangelization and mission in
the spirit of minority: all necessary tools
to face difficulties.

The last few days saw Br. Massimo, Br.
César and Br. Paulo return to the state
of S8o Paulo: here they met the friars
of the eleven Fraternities that make
up the Region of S&o Paulo, called to
face various challenges, including the
increase of the homeless population,
interreligious dialogue and evangeli-
zation beyond the pastoral modality.
Friar César mentioned the aid "lte,

nuntiate...", presented by the Order to
revitalize the Franciscan presence in
today's world.

The visit continued to the Poor Clares
of the Mater Christi Monastery, in
Guaratingueta, which is located within
the Fazenda da Esperanca, a work born
from the participation of a friar from the
Province, which has the mission of wel-
coming young people who suffer from
drug or alcohol addiction. Afterwards
they visited the Postulancy, in the same
city, where they were welcomed by the
17 young postulants. Finally they went
to the city of Braganga Paulista, where
the Fraternity of assistance to elderly or
sick brothers and sisters is based.

The Minister General expressed his
welcome amazement at the many evan-
gelization initiatives, at their creativity
and openness to the participation of the
laity, at their willingness to embark on a
journey that is increasingly enlightened
by the Franciscan charism and the pri-
orities of the Order.

The journey of the Minister and the
Definitor General continues in Colom-
bia, in the Provinces of Santa Fe and
San Pablo.

More information on the Immaculate
Concepcion Province website.


https://franciscanos.org.br/noticias/categoria/noticias#gsc.tab=0
https://franciscanos.org.br/noticias/categoria/noticias#gsc.tab=0
https://ofm.org/es/visita-a-la-provincia-de-la-inmaculada-concepcion.html

Fraternitas 307

ACTS OF VANDALISM IN THE HOLY LAND

COMMUNIQUE OF THE CUSTODY OF THE HOLY LAND FOLLOWING THE VANDALISM ON THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY

2023

Church of the Flagellation, which is the first stop on the

Via Dolorosa, in the Old City of Jerusalem. The man tore
down the statue of Jesus and defaced the face of the statue. Af-
ter he was immobilised by the shrine’s door keeper, the police
arrived and arrested him.
This is the fifth incident that has occurred in recent weeks. Just
last week, some tourists were attacked by a group of religious
Jews who entered the New Gate. They committed acts of
vandalism at the New Gate, near the headquarters of the
Custody of the Holy Land, throwing chairs, tables and glasses
and transforming the Christian quarter into a battlefield.
About two weeks ago, a Christian cemetery in Jerusalem was
vandalized. Also "Death to Christians" graffiti was written on
the walls of a monastery in the Armenian quarter and premises
used as a church in the Maronite center of Ma'alot were
vandalized. We follow with concern and strongly condemn

Today at 8:30 in the morning, a radical Jew entered the

LETTER FROM BR MAsSSIMO FUSARELLI, MINISTER
GENERAL, TO THE CUSTOS OF THE HOLY LAND

ear Brother Francis, Custos,
and dear brothers of the Custody of the Holy Land,
May the Lord give you peace!

| write to you on the day of the Presentation of the Lord in the
Temple, on which we give thanks to our heavenly Father for the
gift of the vocation to follow in the footsteps of his obedient and
poor and chaste Son, the Prince of Peace.

| am following the evolving situation in Israel and Palestine and
the sign of violence that struck our House of Flagellation this
night.

| am well aware that living in that blessed land is very demand-
ing and especially at such times the difficulties are felt more.

Therefore, | wish to express my closeness, that of the entire
Order, and my daily prayers for you, for the peoples who in-
habit the Holy Land, for those who suffer from violence, and
also for those who raise their hand to strike others.

| entrust to the Lord the victims, the families affected and all
of you, dear brothers, who renew your yes to remain in that
land, as the brothers have done for eight centuries now.

this growing succession of serious acts of hatred and violence
against the Christian community in Israel. It is no coincidence
that the legitimization of discrimination and violence in public
opinion and in the current Israeli political environment also
translates into acts of hatred and violence against the Christian
community.

We expect and demand that the Israeli government and law
enforcement agencies act decisively to guarantee security for all
communities, to guarantee the protection of religious minorities
and to eradicate religious fanaticism. We specifically refer to
these serious incidents of intolerance, crimes of hatred, and
vandalism directed against Christians in Israel.

Fr. Francesco Patton, OFM, Custos of the Holy Land
Fr. Alberto Joan Pari, OFM, Secretary of the Holy Land

May the Lord keep you in the missionary response to our
vocation, in that meekness and fortitude necessary to continue
to remain in the Holy Places, to intercede for all and to promote
the precious gift of peace.

May the Seraphic Blessing be a consolation and light to you.
Fraternally your brother and servant,
Br. Massimo Fusarelli, OFM

Minister General
2 february 2023
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BisHor OF RORAIMA (BRAZIL)

POPE FRANCIS APPOINTS EVARISTO PASCOAL SPENGLER

he Holy Father, on 25 January 2023, has appointed as bishop of the diocese of Roraima (Brazil) H.E. Bishop Evaristo
Pascoal Spengler, OFM, transferring him from the Territorial Prelature of Marajé.

CURRICULUM VITAE

Bishop Evaristo Pascoal Spengler, OFM, was
born on March 29, 1959 in Gaspar, Diocese of
Blumenau, in the State of Santa Catarina. Af-
ter completing his studies in Philosophy and
Theology at the Instituto Teoldgico Francisca-
no (ITF) in Petrépolis-RJ, he obtained a Li-
centiate in Biblical Exegesis in Jerusalem. On
2 August 1982 he made his religious profes-
sion in the Franciscan Order of Friars Minor
and was ordained a priest on 19 May 1984.

Provincial Definitor; Vicar Provincial of the
Franciscan Province Imaculada Conceigao
do Brasil with headquarters in S&o Paulo
(2016).

On 1 June 2016 he was appointed Bishop
Prelate of Maraj6 and received episcopal or-
dination on the following 6 August.

Within the Brazilian Episcopal Conference,
he is President of the Special Pastoral Com-
mission against Human Trafficking and Mem-
ber of the Special Episcopal Commission for

He has held the following offices: parish vicar and member of
the urban biblical team in Duque de Caxias-RJ and in Nilépo-
lis-RJ; Vice Master of the student friars in Duque de Caxias-RJ;

Conventual Assistant in the Santo Antdnio Convent of Rio de
Janeiro-RJ; missionary and parish vicar in Malanje (Angola);

the Amazon. Furthermore, he is President of the Rede Eclesial
Pan-Amazénica (REPAM-Brasil).
From the bulletin of the Holy See Press Office,

January 25th, 2023

HONDURAS

BISHOP LENIHAM APPOINTED METROPOLITAN ARCHBISHOP OF SAN

PEDRO SULA

of the diocese of San Pedro Sula, Honduras, presented by Bishop

Angel Garachana Pérez, C.M.F. The Holy Father has erected the ec-
clesiastical province of San Pedro Sula, Honduras, elevating the diocese
to a metropolitan Church and assigning as suffragans the dioceses of La
Ceiba, Gracias, Santa Rosa de Copan, Trujillo and Yoro. The Holy Father
has appointed Bishop Michael Leniham, OFM, as first metropolitan archbishop
of San Pedro Sula, Honduras, transferring him from the diocese of La Ceiba,

The Holy Father has accepted the resignation from the pastoral care

Honduras.
CURRICULUM VITAE

Archbishop-elect  Michael  Leniham,
O.F.M., was born on 22 September 1951
in Abbeyfeale, Ireland. He carried out
his studies in philosophy at the National
University of Galway and in theology at
the Pontifical University of Saint Thom-
as Aquinas and the Pontifical Gregorian
University in Rome. He gave his religious
vows in the Order of Friars Minor on 17
September 1977, and was ordained a
priest on 12 July 1980.
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He has held the following offices: spiritu-
al director of Multyfarnham College, Ire-
land; vicar of Wesford Convent, Ireland;
parish vicar, guardian and parish priest
of San Francisco in Gotera, Morazan, El
Salvador; guardian and parish vicar of
La Palma, Chalatenango, El Salvador;
guardian and parish priest of Santos
Martires, Comayagua, Honduras; provin-
cial definitor of the region of Honduras;
vicar general of the diocese of Comaya-

gua, Honduras; guardian of the Fraterni-
ty of Saint Bonaventure of the Provincial
Curia of the Friars Minor and parish vicar
of the Immaculado Corazén de Maria in
Guatemala. On 30 December 2011 he
was appointed first bishop of La Ceiba,
Honduras, and received episcopal con-
secration on 11 February 2012.

From the bulletin of the Holy See Press
Office, January 26th, 2023


https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2023/01/25/0072/00143.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2023/01/25/0072/00143.html
https://ofm.org/es/el-papa-francisco-nombra-a-mons-evaristo-pascoal-spengler-ofm-obispo-de-roraima-brasil.html
https://ofm.org/es/mons-leniham-ofm-arzobispo-metropolitano-de-san-pedro-sula-honduras.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2023/01/26/0078/00158.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2023/01/26/0078/00158.html
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DECEASED FRIARS *

® 31/01/2023: Aladim Uber - Immac. Conc. BVM Prov. - Brazil
® 17/01/2023: José Boeing - Immac. Conc. BVM Prov. — Brazil
® 16/01/2023: Waltram van Vliet, SS. Martyrs of Gorcum Prov. — The Netherlands
® 09/01/2023: Arcangelo Atzei, S. Maria delle Grazie Cust. - Italy
® (08/01/2023: Raul Budal da Silva - Assumption of BVM Prov. — Brazil
*Data received by the Secretary General secgen@ofm.org
Morocco

BR EMILIO ROCHA APPOINTED ARCHBISHOP OF TANGIER

n 7 February 2023, the Holy Fa-
Other Francis appointed Br. Emilio

Rocha Grande, OFM, Apostolic
Administrator of Tangier (Morocco) since
25 February 2022, Archbishop of the
same see.

Br Emilio Rocha Grande, OFM (Madrid
1958), a friar of the Province of the Im-
maculate Conception in Spain, entered
the Province of St. Gregory the Great
in the Philippines in 1975, made his first
profession in Arenas de San Pedro (Avi-
la) on the 17th September 1978 and his
solemn profession in Avila on the 18th
September 1982. After qualifying as a
primary school teacher (1980-1983) and
completing his ecclesiastical studies at
the Pontifical Athenaeum Antonianum
(Rome) (1985-1990), he was ordained
priest in the church of San Juan de los
Reyes (Toledo) on 16 February 1991. He
has a diploma in theology of religious life
and another in vocational formation; he
has a bachelor's degree in philosophy
and a licentiate in ecclesiastical studies.
He speaks Spanish, Italian and under-
stands French; in the Order he has been
a teacher, master of postulants and later
of temporary professed (2000-2003 and
2011-2015), guardian (1997-2000 and
2006-2011); provincial definitor (2000-
2010, 2013-2015 and 2017-2020), vicar

OFM

ORDO FRATRUM MINORUM

provincial (2010-2013) and visitator
general of the Province of Cartage-
na (Murcia) in 2011 and of Santiago
de Compostela, in 2018. He has giv-
en numerous retreats and spirituality
courses.

The see he will administer, canon-
ically erected by Pope Sixtus IV in
1472 after the conquest of Tangier
by the armies of King Alfonso V of
Portugal (although the see of Ting-
is is documented from the beginning of
the 4th century in the Roman province of
Mauretania Tingitana) was suppressed
in favour of Ceuta in 1675. Such was its
decline that neither the apostolic prefec-
ture entrusted in 1630 to the Andalusian
Franciscans of the Province of San Die-
go de Alcala, nor the apostolic vicariate
of 1693 could maintain the Catholic mis-
sion of Morocco, watered with the blood
of our protomartyrs. Until, in 1859, five
new Spanish Franciscan missionaries
managed to revive and consolidate it.
Thus, on 14 April 1908, Pius X elevated
the apostolic prefecture to a vicariate with
episcopal dignity, assigning it the Roman
title Tingis, and Pius XlI elevated the vi-
cariate to the rank of archdiocese, taking
its present name on 14 November 1956,
a few months after the departure of Spain
and France from those territories.

General Curia of the Friars Minor

The Archdiocese of Tangier today
extends its jurisdiction over the Catholic
faithful of the Latin rite residing in the
northern sector of the former Spanish
protectorate (1912-1954), that is to
say: the region of Tangier-Tetouan-
Al Hoceima and the province of
Nador, in the Eastern region, known
as the international zone of Morocco.
According to the Pontifical Yearbook
of the year 2020, of its 4,463,500
inhabitants, only 3,000 were Catholics
(0.1%), plus 80 foreign religious: 63
women and 17 men, served by 12
Franciscan priests in 7 parishes, which
explains why the prefects and vicars
apostolic, as well as its archbishops,
have been of our Order. It should
be remembered that Cardinal Carlos
Amigo Vallejo, OFM, arrived at the
See of Seville after governing the
Archdiocese of Tangiers (1973-1982).
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