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From the 24th-28th February 2026, the XXIX 
Assembly of the Union of Latin American Fran-
ciscan Conferences (UCLAF) was held in Lima, 
Peru, bringing together friars from all over Latin 
America and the Caribbean. The official opening 
took place with the Eucharistic celebration for 
the 300th anniversary of the canonisation of St. 
Francis Solano, presided over by the Definitor 
General Br. César Külkamp, OFM. 

The Assembly took place in the historic friary of 
Los Descalzos and was attended by 24 Provin-
cial Ministers and Custodes of the three Confer-
ences: Bolivarian, Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
Brazil-Southern Cone. Members of the General 
Definitory and the Secretariats of the Order also 
participated, in person and virtually, as part of the 
journey of preparation for the General Chapter of 
2027. 

At the end of the Assembly, the change 
in the UCLAF coordination service 
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was made. This service, which until now was ad-
ministered by Br. Fernando on behalf of the Con-
ference of Brazil and the Southern Cone, now 
passes to Br. Gabriel Romero, president of the 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Conference and Provin-
cial Minister of the Province of St Philip of Jesús 
(Mexico). 

This meeting was a profound time of prayer, fra-
ternity, and shared discernment, with the de-
sire to offer a significant contribution from Latin 
America to the life and mission of the Order of 

Friars Minor. The friars reaffirmed their commit-
ment to walk together as an Order, strengthen-
ing communion between the Conferences and 
living the Franciscan charism with creative fi-
delity, in response to the current challenges of 
evangelisation in our continent. 

The Assembly concluded with an atmosphere 
of gratitude and hope, renewing the desire that 
Latin American fraternity continue to be a living 
sign of mission, unity and service to the Church 
and the world. 

General Curia Agenda 

 ξ Until the 20th March, the Tempo Forte will be 
held in the General Curia. 

 ξ On the 25th March the Minister General, Br. 
Massimo Fusarelli, will be in Assisi for the en-
trance of H.E. Felice Accrocca in the Diocese of 
Assisi; on the 26th March, he will speak in Mol-
fetta (BA - Italy) at the meeting on the Franciscan 
Centenary to be held at the Pius XI Regional Se-
minary in Puglia. On the 30th March in Rome he 
will participate in the Conference of General Mi-
nisters of the First Order. 

 ξ From 22nd to 26th March, the meetings of the 
Executive Committee of Mission and Evangeli-

sation (CEME) and the International Council for 
Mission and Evangelisation (CIME) will be held 
in Malta, with the participation of Br. Francisco 
Gomez Vargas (SGME Secretary), Br. Dennis 
Tayo (General Animator for the Missions), Br. 
Clément-Steven Boumekpor (of the OFM Fra-
ternitas Foundation) and Br. Jimmy Zammit (Ge-
neral Definitor). 

 ξ On the 27th March, the Definitor General, Br. 
Cesare Vaiani will give a lecture at the Institute 
of Ecumenical Studies (ISE) in Venice, affiliated 
to the PUA, in the conference entitled “Francis 
of Assisi and the encounter with sister death: an 
ecumenical and interreligious reading”. 
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From the 26th February to 1st  March 2026, the 
Minister General, Br Massimo Fusarelli, and the 
Definitor General for Asia and Oceania, Br John 
Wong, visited the Foundation of St Francis in My-
anmar. The Foundation now forms part of the Prov-
ince of San Pedro Bautista in the Philippines. 

The visitors spent two days with the friars in Yan-
gon and a further two in Pyin Oo Lwin, a hill town 
approximately two hours by road east of Manda-
lay. In Pyin Oo Lwin they were accompanied by the 
President of the Foundation, Br Francis Saw Kay 
Zar Min, and were joined by the Provincial Minis-
ter, Br Lino Gregorio Redoblado, and the Provincial 
Secretary, Br Angelito Andig Cortez. Myanmar, a 
Southeast Asian nation with more than 54 million 
inhabitants, is currently governed by a military 
administration following the 2021 coup d’état. Ac-
cording to recent data, around 88 per cent of the 
population is Buddhist, while Catholics represent 
just over 1 per cent. The people are largely deeply 
religious, gentle and hardworking, with rich and di-
verse cultural traditions among the various ethnic 
groups. The reality of the ongoing civil conflict pro-
foundly shapes daily life. Many parts of the country, 
especially rural areas, are zones of confrontation. 
Movement is restricted, and there are numerous 
checkpoints. Some journeys that once took four 
hours can now last up to two days if they are pos-
sible at all. Poverty and low levels of education 
are widespread, particularly in villages. There is 
suffering on all sides, especially among the poor-
est. There are tragic accounts of violence, abuse, 

human trafficking, abductions and the bombing of 
homes, churches, and convents. Many of these in-
cidents never reach the international media.  With-
in this context, the Order of Friars Minor maintains 
a small yet lively presence. The beginnings were 
as an international mission, and it was not without 
difficulty. With the intensification of the conflict, all 
foreign missionaries of the Order were required 
to leave the country. The five local solemnly pro-
fessed friars, all under forty at the time, assumed 
leadership of the Foundation and ensured the con-
tinuity of Franciscan life and mission, responding 
to the needs of the People of God. Today, there is 
healthy growth in vocations, formation, and mis-
sion. At present, there are fifteen young men in var-
ious stages of initial formation in Myanmar and a 
further eleven postulants and novices in the Phil-
ippines. The friars own a small property in East 
Dagon, a working-class suburb of Yangon, and land 
near Pyin Oo Lwin, where they have planted trees 
and intend to cultivate coffee in order to provide fu-
ture income.  In Pyin Oo Lwin they live simply in two 
small houses made available by a neighbouring di-
ocese. They cultivate a garden for their own suste-
nance and to support an orphanage caring for forty 
to fifty children, many of whom are victims of war 
and some of human trafficking. They collaborate 
closely with the Franciscan Sisters of St Aloysius 
Gonzaga (FSAG) and the Franciscan Missionaries 
of Mary (FMM), to whom the Order’s presence in 
the country is largely due.  The friars and those in 
formation also take part in pastoral service in a di-
ocesan parish attended mainly by indigenous peo-
ples and migrants. Despite difficulties and dangers, 
they have committed themselves to care for those 
in need, including emergency relief efforts follow-
ing the earthquake that struck the Mandalay region 
in 2025.  During the visit, the Minister General and 
the Definitor met the Franciscan family in Yangon 
and Pyin Oo Lwin, including members of the Secu-
lar Franciscan Order (OFS), and greeted the Bish-
op Emeritus of the Diocese of Lashio, who has gen-
erously supported the friars’ mission. 

 Read more on www.ofm.org 

Government of the Order

Resilience and Collaboration in Franciscan Life  
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From the 3rd to 5th March 2026 
the Minister General, Br. Massi-
mo Fusarelli, and the Definitor 
General for Asia and Oceania, Br. 
John Wong, visited the Order’s 
mission in Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia. This was the first visit of 
a Minister General of the Order 
of Friars Minor to this mission-
ary presence, which belongs to 
the Province of St Francis in Vi-
etnam. Throughout the visit, they 
were accompanied by the Min-
ister Provincial, Br. John of God 
Nguyen Phuoc. 

On the occasion of the eighth 
Centenary of the Transitus of St 
Francis, the Minister Provincial 
brought to Cambodia relics of St 
Francis, St Clare and St Colette, 
which were exposed for public 
veneration during the various 
meetings and celebrations. It 
was a simple yet eloquent sign 
of Franciscan communion and of 
being rooted in a history that con-
tinues to bear fruit even in this 
land, despite the many challeng-
es and sufferings present here. 

Cambodia, a Southeast Asian 
country in the Indochina region, 
has a population of around 16 

million. 95% of the population 
is Buddhist. Catholics number 
about 20,000 and are distribut-
ed in the Apostolic Vicariate of 
Phnom Penh and two Apostolic 
Prefectures. Most Catholics are 
of Vietnamese origin. Some fam-
ilies have been present in the 
country for more than a century, 
but many lack official documen-
tation and do not have access to 
fundamental civil rights, includ-
ing public education for their 
children. There are also challeng-
es linked to the ongoing border 
conflict between Cambodia and 
Thailand, internal displacement, 
human trafficking, and the grow-
ing industry of online scams. 

The Franciscan presence in Cam-
bodia dates back to the sixteenth 
century, when Portuguese friars 
arrived from Malacca at the invi-
tation of the king. That early mis-
sion, however, was destroyed in 
1594 following Siamese attacks. 
The present mission began in 
2009, following the invitation 
from the Minister General to the 
East Asia Conference to estab-
lish a presence in this country. 
The following year, the initiative 
was entrusted to the Vietnamese 

Province, and in August 2010, the 
first missionary fraternity of three 
Vietnamese friars arrived in Tuol 
Krosang.  Tuol Krosang lies about 
20 kilometres from Phnom Penh. 
It is a poor village inhabited by 
farmers, fishermen and day la-
bourers. Located in a low-lying 
area, it is affected each year by 
a flood season lasting about six 
months. Many children are un-
able to attend school. Around 
thirty Vietnamese families live in 
the village alongside Cambodian 
families, in a context marked by 
discrimination and tensions be-
tween the two communities. 

Today the fraternity of the Order 
of Friars Minor in Tuol Krosang 
is composed of four friars. They 
provide pastoral care in six vil-
lages, the furthest about 70 kilo-
metres away. They also run two 
small kindergartens and two 
small primary schools offering 
only the first and second years 
of education, due to the limited 
financial resources of both the 
friars and the families. The friars 
transport children from nearby 
villages, provide scholarships, 
school supplies and even bicy-
cles to make school attendance 
possible. They visit families, as-
sist in building and repairing 
homes, and offer financial sup-
port to pregnant mothers, the el-
derly and the sick. 

The fraternity is also actively in-
volved in meetings of clergy and 
religious, retreats and pastoral 
activities of the Apostolic Vicar-
iate. Each friar has his own re-
sponsibilities and initiatives, yet 
these are always lived in a strong 
Franciscan spirit of mutual sup-
port and fraternal collaboration. 
Relations with other religions are 
good; there are about one hun-

Presence, fraternity and perseverance:  
the Franciscan mission in Cambodia 

Visit of the Minister General and the General Definitor 
WWW.OFM.ORG
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dred religions in the country, sev-
enty of whom are Vietnamese.  
The vision of the friars is clear: 
to evangelise among the Cambo-
dian people, to help Vietnamese 
migrants obtain legal documen-
tation and integrate into society, 
to be a bridge of reconciliation 
between the two communities, 
and to offer educational opportu-
nities to poor children. This year 
they also began a centre to wel-

come orphaned boys between 
the ages of five and twelve. 

During the visit, Br. Massimo 
and Br. John spent time with 
the missionary fraternity, visit-
ing the church, orphanage, kin-
dergarten, and small school in 
Tuol Krosang. They celebrated 
Mass with the Vietnamese mi-
grant community of Bungchuk 
and shared a Lunar New Year 

dinner with community leaders. 
They also visited the Tuol Sleng 
Genocide Museum, a place of re-
membrance of the Khmer Rouge 
period, where between 1975 and 
1979 up to 20,000 people were 
imprisoned and tortured, with 
only twelve confirmed survivors. 
Five of them were present to 
welcome the visitors. 

 Read more on www.ofm.org 

From February 20 to 23, 2026, 
a delegation of the Order of Fri-
ars Minor visited the Franciscan 
convent of Contamana, in the 
Amazonian region of Loreto, in 
Perù, after a six-hour trip along 
the Ucayali River. 

The delegation consisted of Br. 
César Külkamp, General Defini-
tor, Br. Francisco Gómez, Gen-
eral Secretary for the Missions 
and Evangelisation, and Br. Dan-
iel Rodriguez Blanco, Director 
of the General Office for Justice, 
Peace, and Integrity of Creation.  
They were accompanied by Br. 
José Surita, provincial treasur-
er of the Province of the Twelve 
Apostles.  They were welcomed 
by the brothers of the convent: 
Br. Miguel Vilca, Br. Maico Her-
vas and Br. Francisco Miranda. 
The fraternity, founded a year 
ago and belonging to the Prov-
ince of the Twelve Apostles in 

Perù, responds to the Order’s 
desire to strengthen its pres-
ence in the Amazon. Br. Massi-
mo Fusarelli, Minister General, 
expressed the dream and desire 
for a Franciscan work in the Am-
azon, stating: “Our Order wants 
to give particular importance to 
the challenges involved in living 
our charism in this context”. 

This mission revives the historic 
Franciscan presence in the par-
ish of San Francesco d’Assisi, in 
the Vicariate Apostolic of Reque-
na, where Spanish missionar-
ies have served for many years, 
leaving a deep mark on the re-
gion’s ecclesial and social life. 
For Br. Ernesto Chambi, Provin-
cial Minister, the decision taken 
a year ago aims to return to the 
origins of the Province, which 
has always had friars in all the 
regions of Perù. Now, the new 
fraternity is a significant place 

because it serves as a reference 
point for brothers in formation 
and for all levels of the organisa-
tion, including schools, parishes, 
and sanctuaries. 

During the visit, the brothers vis-
ited coastal communities, such 
as Canaan Cashiaco and the vil-
lage of Lourdes, celebrated the 
Eucharist with the parochial 
communities and held a frater-
nal meeting to discern the chal-
lenges and opportunities of the 
mission. 

The fraternity aims to live and 
announce the Gospel in the 
heart of the Peruvian Ama-
zon, embodying the Franciscan 
charism through closeness to 
communities, the promotion of 
education, the care of children, 
the strengthening of parish life 
and the commitment to the care 
of creation in the face of envi-
ronmental threats such as illegal 
mining. 

Their presence in Contamana 
represents a concrete sign of 
the Order’s missionary dream, 
in tune with the exhortation 
Querida Amazonía (Beloved 
Amazon), which invites us to 
welcome the social, cultural, 
ecological, and ecclesial chal-
lenges of this region. 

Fraternal Visit to the Peruvian Amazon
Presence and hope in Contamana
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 On Saturday, 7th March, the third event of the se-
ries ‘Francesco ha gli occhi tuoi’ (Francis has your 
eyes) took place in Assisi. Organised by the Se-
raphic Province OFM of Assisi, it accompanies us 
on a journey of rediscovery of the Poverello- the 
Poor Man of Assisi in this Franciscan Year, marking 
the eighth centenary of his death. The refectory of 
the Basilica of Our Lady of the Angels, a few steps 
from the Porziuncola, hosted the meeting entitled 
‘Francis and his friars,’ which featured Giovanni 
Grado Merlo, professor emeritus at the State Uni-
versity of Milan, as historian, Fr Massimo Fusarelli, 
Minister General of the OFM, as actualiser, and Fr 
Georges Massinelli, professor of Sacred Scripture 
at the Pontifical University Antonianum in Rome, 
as moderator. 

The meeting discussed a concrete fraternity, lived 
rather than merely proclaimed, capable of re-
sponding to the challenges of the contemporary 
world. In a society marked by individualism, com-
petition and widespread loneliness, the Francis-
can experience, it was emphasised, reminds us 
that an authentic encounter is built on sharing life, 
caring for relationships, and choosing minority as 
a way of life.

The meeting, inspired by St Francis and his friars, 
sought to highlight the importance of fraternal 
and responsible relationships, capable of generat-
ing hope and a future in today’s world. In fact, the 

speakers affirmed, it is essential today to redis-
cover the value of open, inclusive, and supportive 
communities, in which differences do not divide 
but enrich, and in which service to the least be-
comes a criterion of credibility. 

At the end of the debate, the participants went 
to the Basilica of Our Lady of the Angels, where 
Francis left his earthly life on 3 October 1226, to 
relive the Memory of the Transit: a prayer ritual 
that sought to connect intellectual reflection to the 
beating heart of the Franciscan charism. 

In the morning, on the occasion of the exposition 
of the remains of St Francis, the Minister General 
presided over the Eucharistic celebration in the 
Upper Basilica. In his homily, he emphasised the 
meaning of this veneration: “Why have we come 
here to venerate the bones of St Francis? Perhaps 
out of a form of ancient religiosity? Perhaps out of 
curiosity? Perhaps because we hope to finally find 
something or someone? I believe and hope that, in 
the end, we are here above all because we contin-
ue to be attracted to this man, because in him we 
have recognised, even if only glimpsed, the Face 
of Christ. It is Christ Himself who, through Francis, 
attracts us and calls us to this place. Nothing else.” 

 Read the full text of the homily:  
Italiano – English - Español

Franciscan Centenaries

Third meeting of ‘Francesco ha gli occhi tuoi’ (Francis has your eyes)
Giovanni Grado Merlo and Br. Massimo Fusarelli  

on the theme ‘Francis and his friars’ 
WWW.OFM.ORG
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On Sunday, March 8, the city of Siena celebrated 
the VIII Centenary of the Little Testament of Sie-
na, written by St. Francis in April-May 1226, when 
death seemed imminent. It was an intense day of 
pilgrimage, prayer and Eucharistic celebration 
that brought together friars, faithful and friends in 
living memory of the last words of the Poor Man. 

The celebration was born from the collabora-
tion between the Archdiocese of Siena – which is 
commemorating the Centenary throughout the 
year –, the local parish where the Alberino chapel 
is located, a place that tradition recognizes as the 
one that hosted Francis and his companions, and 
the Convent and Basilica of the Observance, en-
trusted since 2007 to the Friars of the Franciscan 
Province of Saints Francis and James in Mexico.  
Present were the Archbishop of Siena, Cardinal 
Augusto Paolo Lojudice, the Minister General, Br. 

Massimo Fusarelli, the Vicar General, Br. Ignacio 
Ceja, friars of the General Curia and the Province 
of Tuscany. In the early afternoon, the numerous 
participants met in the historic Church of St. Fran-
cis, held by the Friars Minor Conventual, where 
a moment of prayer and adoration began the pil-
grimage on foot, which wound along the streets 
of the city to the chapel of the Alberino, where 
the memory of the Testament became more alive 
and intense. The journey continued towards the 
Basilica of the Observance, where a prayer vigil 
prepared everyone for the solemn Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by Cardinal Lojudice. 

During the Mass, the Minister General gave the 
homily, interweaving the Gospel of the Samaritan 
woman – with her search for meaning and the en-
counter with the face of Christ – with the path that 
Francis proposes through the three recommen-
dations of the Testament: mutual love, poverty 
and obedience to the Church. These three words 
marked the stages of the pilgrimage and were re-
interpreted in the celebration as a timely invita-
tion for fraternal life and the mission of the Order. 

The wide participation of the faithful, friars and 
representatives of the Diocese gave the day an 
atmosphere of joy and gratitude, in the sign of 
a gift that remains alive and current after eight 
centuries. 

The Little Testament of Siena 
 
Write that I bless all my friars, who are now in this religion and those who will en-
ter it until the end of the world. And since, because of weakness and the suffering 
of illness, I cannot speak, I briefly express my will to my brothers in these three 
words. 
That is: as a sign and memory of my blessing and my testament, 
always love one another, 
Let them always love and observe Our Lady Holy Poverty, and always be faithful 
and submissive to the prelates and to all the clerics of Holy Mother Church. 

Siena celebrates the eighth centenary  
of the Little Testament of St. Francis 
Pilgrimage, prayer and Eucharist to remember  

the last will of the Poverello-the poor man of Assisi.
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From 6 to 8 March, in Nyamasheke, the 800th an-
niversary of the Death of St. Francis of Assisi was 
celebrated in the new Poor Clares’ Monastery, in-
augurated on 1 May 2025, near the waters of Lake 
Kivu: a quiet, peaceful place, well-suited for prayer, 
marked by a spirit of fraternity and joy.  The gath-
ering as a Family was an event that held a special 
place in the history of the Franciscans in Rwan-
da. The three days unfolded under the theme: “St. 
Francis of Assisi: the Seed of Fraternity and Peace”. 

This Jubilee theme was not a phrase to be hung on 
a page, on a poster, or repeated in speeches and 

ceremonies; rather, it was a message that chal-
lenged hearts and hands, especially in the coun-
tries of the Great Lakes, namely Burundi, Rwanda, 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

They experienced the celebration as an invitation 
to change their lives, to undertake works of peace 
and fraternity, and to care for them until they bear 
visible fruits in homes, in parishes, and throughout 
the Great Lakes region. 

With the contribution of Br. Diacolas Nsabimana 

The fifth Letter on Formation and Studies ad-
dressed to Formators of the Postulants has 
been published. It is hoped that these letters, 
always agreed upon with the General Defini-
tory, will offer encouragement and important 
insights for the formation process. 
 
Download the Letter: 
Italiano – English - Español

Franciscan Family in Rwanda celebrates  
the 800th anniversary of the Death of St. Francis

St. Francis of Assisi: The Seed of Fraternity and Peace
WWW.OFM.ORG
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Dear Muslim brothers and sisters,  
Dear Christian brothers and sisters,  
May the Lord grant you His peace! 

In this year 1447 AH and 2026 AD, our two commu-
nities have begun together their month of fasting, 
prayer, and sharing. Together, on our own paths, 
faithful to our respective traditions but under 
God’s gaze, we strive to transform our lives for the 
better and draw closer to the Most High and the 
path He desires for us in this world. 

These paths of authentic inner conversion—as 
we know from experience—are not easy to tra-

verse, so heavily do habits and sin weigh upon 
us. But they are not the only things that pose a 
danger to our earthly pilgrimage in truth with 
God. The world around us also exerts its influen-
ce, intruding upon our breaking of the fast, our 
diligent reading of the Word of God, and our so-
cial interactions. This year, violence has erupted 
again in the midst of our holy months. Images of 
war are imprinted on our minds and add to the 
climate of uncertainty that has marked these 
past months… 
 
Download the full text of the Letter: 
Italiano - English - Español - Français - يبرع 

From March 3 to 6, 2026, the OFM Permanent International Com-
mission for Safeguarding met in Malta. During this meeting, they 
discussed the status of Safeguarding Policies and Procedures in the 
various regions of the Order, the integration of Safeguarding into 
the revised Ratio Formationis Franciscanae, and proposed revi-
sions to the General Statutes regarding Safeguarding. 

Furthermore, at the Provincial House in Valletta, the Commission 
met with Archbishop Charles Scicluna of Malta and one of the 
Church’s leading experts on Safeguarding. During a thoughtful ex-
change on some current Safeguarding issues, the Commission re-
ceived encouragement from Archbishop Scicluna for its work. 

Message on the Occasion of Ramadan  
1447 and Lent 2026

OFM Commission for the service of Dialogue 
WWW.OFM.ORG

Meeting of the OFM International  
Commission for Safeguarding

Malta, March 3-6, 2026
WWW.OFM.ORG

GSME Documents

A Collection of Documents 
of the General Secretar-
iat for the Missions and 
Evangelisation has been 
published: it contains the 
Special Statutes of the 
Secretariat, the General 
Animation Guidelines for 
Mission ad gentes and the 
Memorandum of Agree-
ment for Mission ad gentes.
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https://ofm.org/uploads/Comm_Dialogo_OFM_Lettera_Ramadan_Quaresima_2026_IT.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Comm_Dialogo_OFM_Lettera_Ramadan_Quaresima_2026_EN.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Comm_Dialogo_OFM_Lettera_Ramadan_Quaresima_2026_ES.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Comm_Dialogo_OFM_Lettera_Ramadan_Quaresima_2026_FR.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Comm_Dialogo_OFM_Lettera_Ramadan_Quaresima_2026_AR.pdf
https://www.ofm.org/en/message-on-the-occasion-of-ramadan-1447-and-lent-2026.html
https://www.ofm.org/en/meeting-of-the-ofm-international-commission-for-safeguarding.html
https://ofm.org/uploads/Statuti_Peculiari_SGME_IT.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Statuti_Peculiari_SGME_EN.pdf
https://ofm.org/uploads/Statuti_Peculiari_SGME_ES.pdf


Franciscan mission leaders from across East Asia 
gathered in Nagasaki from February 23–27, 2026, 
for the 2026 East Asia Conference (EAC) Secretar-
ies for Missions and Evangelisation Meeting, held at 
the St. Francis Friary. Rooted in prayer, fraternal dia-
logue, and shared discernment, the meeting sought 
to renew Franciscan missionary identity in the light 
of the Ratio Evangelizationis: Ite in Mundum, the ap-
proaching 8th Centenary of the Transitus (Easter) 
of St. Francis of Assisi, and the Conference’s com-
mon commitment to the Nagasaki Mission of Peace 
Project. 

The meeting formally opened with Holy Mass and 
Morning Prayer at Motohara Church, presided over 
by Brother Lino Gregorio Redoblado, OFM, Presi-
dent of the East Asia Conference. In his opening 
homily, Brother Redoblado framed the gathering 
around three guiding lights: the Gospel mandate Ite 
in Mundum— “Go into the whole world”; the Easter 
of St. Francis as a horizon of hope, surrender, and 
reconciliation; and the shared Franciscan respon-
sibility to witness peace in a world marked by suf-
fering. He emphasised that mission flows first from 
God, is lived through fraternity and minority, and 
leads Franciscans to wounded places where peace 
must be patiently built. Following the opening litur-
gy, Brother Nicholas Shin, OFM, of the Province of 
the Holy Martyrs of Japan, presented the orienta-

tion and rationale of the meeting, situating the dis-
cussions within the concrete missionary realities of 
East Asia. Reports from the Franciscan Provinces 
and Entities of the region followed, reflecting the 
diverse cultural, religious, and social contexts of 
mission across Asia. 

The meeting brought together representatives of 
Franciscan Provinces and Entities serving in Japan, 
South Korea, Vietnam, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the 
Philippines, namely the Province of the Holy Mar-
tyrs of Japan; the Province of the Holy Korean Mar-
tyrs; the Province of Saint Francis of Assisi in Viet-
nam; the Province of Mary Queen of China serving 
Taiwan and Hong Kong; and the Philippine Provinc-
es of San Pedro Bautista and San Antonio de Pad-
ua. Through their reports, the brothers shared the 
joys and challenges of mission lived inter gentes, 
marked by dialogue, minority, migrant accompa-
niment, ecological commitment, and daily witness 
among peoples of different faiths and cultures. 

A significant focus of the gathering was the Naga-
saki Mission of Peace Project, presented by Broth-
er Francis Furusato, OFM, who highlighted Naga-
saki’s enduring significance as a land shaped by 
martyrdom, atomic devastation, and resilient hope. 
He emphasised Nagasaki as a privileged place for 
Franciscan witness to reconciliation, nonviolence, 
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From the 5th–6th March 2026 a 
meeting of the Provincial Secre-
taries for Formation and Studies 
of Poland was held in Poznań, at 
the friary of the Friars Minor of 
the Province of St. Francis of As-
sisi. The meeting was attended 
by Br. Franciszek Salezy Nowak, 
OFM, Br. Franciszek Chod-
kowski, OFM, Br. Grzegorz Cho-
miuk, OFM, Br. Oskar Maciaczyk, 
OFM and Br. Euzebiusz Skorupa, 
OFM. The event was organised 

by the Secretary for Formation 
and Studies of the North-Slavic 
Conference, Br. Sergiusz Bałdy-
ga, OFM. 

The meeting had a working and 
organisational character. One el-
ement of the gathering was a re-
flection on the letter of the Gen-
eral Secretary for Formation and 
Studies, Br. Darko Tepert, OFM, 
which became a point of refer-
ence for a shared discussion on 

the current tasks and challenges 
related to formation. 

During the meeting, current topics 
concerning formation in Poland 
were addressed, raising several 
key questions: What are the most 
important challenges facing Fran-
ciscan formation today? Where 
are we, and where is the Spirit 
leading us? What are the real dif-
ficulties faced by formators? How 
are formators prepared for their 
ministry? And what changes in 
mentality seem necessary in the 
present situation? 

One of the main goals of the 
meeting was to discuss and plan 
further work on the Statute of 
the Postulancy and Novitiate and 
on the Ratio Formationis Fran-
ciscanae for the Interprovincial 
House of Temporarily Professed 
Friars in Kraków-Bronowice. 

The meeting took place in an at-
mosphere of fraternal dialogue 
and active engagement from all 
participants, fostering common 
discernment regarding future 
directions of cooperation in the 
field of formation. 

and peace in a world increasingly fractured by con-
flict and injustice.  The meeting continued with 
sustained prayer and reflection, including a Lent-
en homily preached by Brother Pedro Roberto B. 
Mananzala, OFM, who reflected on the Gospel’s 
“Sign of Jonah” as a call to conversion and mission. 
Drawing from Ite in Mundum, he emphasised meta-
noia—a turning away from comfort and privilege to-
ward humble presence and shared humanity—and 
reminded the brothers that, for Franciscans, the 
whole world is the cloister where God is encoun-
tered, and the Gospel is lived. 

The final Entity report was delivered by Brother 
Nicholas Shin for the Province of the Holy Martyrs 

of Japan, followed by a review and discussion of 
the Ratio Evangelizationis facilitated by Brother Jo-
vit M. Malinao, OFM. The discussion underscored 
the Franciscan call to prioritise presence over 
projects and credible witness over words in the 
Church’s evangelising mission today. Updates on 
Conference-level formation initiatives and possible 
collaboration between the Secretariats for Forma-
tion and for Missions and Evangelization were later 
presented by Brother Judee Mar Maquinad, OFM. 

Read more on www.ofm.org 
Read the Final Statement 
Italiano - English - Español 
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On February 23 and 24, 2026, the meeting of Minis-
ters and Provincial Vicars of the Franciscan Prov-
inces of Spain and Portugal took place at the Pro-
vincial Curia of the Province of the Immaculate 
Conception in Madrid. Br. Sergiusz Bałdyga, Gen-
eral Delegate, and Br. Manolo Díaz Buiza, secre-
tary of the unification process, also participated. 

The meeting was part of the discernment process 
aimed at the federation and future unification of 
the Provinces. The work carried out focused on re-
viewing the roadmap, listening to the specific real-
ity of each Province, and analysing the exercise of 
government in the service of the fraternities. 

Throughout the meeting, priorities, and key as-
pects of the path toward integration were identi-
fied, the criteria that should underpin this process 
were clarified, and strategic lines for the next stag-
es were specified.  The meeting took place in an 
atmosphere of fraternal dialogue, shared respon-
sibility, and common search, reaffirming the com-

mitment to move forward together in communion. 
The group’s next meeting is scheduled for July in 
Santiago de Compostela, where they will continue 
to deepen this shared journey. 

From February 24 to 27, 2026, the 
Guardians and Delegates of the 
Province of St. Paul the Apostle 
of Malta and the Province of the 
Holy Name of Jesus of Sicily (It-
aly), together with the Definitors 
of the two Provinces, gathered 
in Malta at the Jesuit Fathers’ 

Center of Spirituality for a time 
of formation, fraternity, and dis-
cussion on the ministry entrust-
ed to them.  On the morning of 
February 25, the friars participat-
ed in an online meeting with the 
General Minister, Br. Massimo 
Fusarelli, who proposed some 

concrete steps to deepen mutu-
al understanding and strengthen 
collaboration between the Prov-
inces.  On the 26th February, guid-
ed by the General Definitor Br. 
Cesare Vaiani, the friars enjoyed 
a formative moment drawing 
from the Manual of Guardians, 
published by the Order in 2019.  
During these days, there was 
lively discussion and wonderful 
moments of fraternity, enriched 
by cultural outings to Rabat and 
Valletta. All participants were 
filled with gratitude to the Lord, 
as they enjoyed the richness of 
fraternity and the beauty of God, 
the Giver of all good gifts. 

 Br. Antonio Timpanaro, Delegate 
for Communications 

Fraternal meeting of the Provinces of Malta and Sicily
February 24-27, 2026
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Priestly 
Ordinations

14 February, Prov. Immaculate Conception 
(Spain) 
Br. Israel Bonilla Jaramillo 
 
13 December, Prov. NS Queen of Peace  
(South Africa) 
Br. Nicholas (Cebolenkosi) Memela

Deceased 
Brothers

 † 6th March: Br. Maurilio Lazzaro, Prov. St. 
Anthony of the Friars Minor (Italy) 

 † 5th March: Br. William Lanning, Prov. NS of 
Guadalupe (USA) 

 † 4th March: Br. Antonio José Gaviria 
Londoño, Prov. St. Paul the Apostle 
(Colombia) 

 † 1st March: Br. Gabriel (Frank Anthony) 
Balassone, Prov. NS of Guadalupe (USA) 

 † 26th February: Br. Francisco (Francisco 
Antonio Antonio) Coria Antigui, Prov. 
Province of the Assumption of the BVM of 
the Rio de la Plata (Argentina) 

 † 21st February: Br. Evood (Jan) Moermans, 
Prov. Holy Martyrs of Gorcum (born in 
Belgium) 

 † 13th February: Br. Ninian (Francis) 
Arbuckle, Prov. of Ireland (born in Great 
Britain) 

 † 8th February: Br. Roeland-Maria (Ivo) Van 
Besien, Prov. The Holy Martyrs of Gorcum 
(born in Belgium)  

Information received from the General Secretariat

L IF EL IF E  in the Orderin the Order

A blessed Lent to all!

“When you pray, go into your room, 
shut the door, and pray to your Father, 
who is in secret; and your Father, who 
sees in secret, will reward you”  
(Mt. 6:6).

LENT 2026PrayerPrayer
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The Secular Franciscan Order of the National 
Fraternity of South Africa gathered at La Verna 
Retreat Centre of the Order of Friars Minor on 
the banks of the Vaal River in Vanderbijlpark for 
its national elective chapter from 26 February to 1 
March 2026. The 20 OFS members and 4 spiritual 
assistants—2 national spiritual assistants, Br. 
Dominic Griego, OFM Cap, and Br. Delani Chiliza, 
TOR; 2 local spiritual assistants, Br. Finbar Flana-
gan, OFM, and Br. Clement Kholopa, OFM—were 
joined by a delegation from the International 
Council of the Secular Franciscan Order (CIOFS), 
represented by Mary Stronach, Vice General 
Minister of OFS; Eremenciana Chinyama, OFS, 
Presidency Area Councillor for English and Por-
tuguese-speaking Africa; and the representative 
of the Conference of the General Spiritual Assis-
tants, Br. Pedro Zitha, OFM. 

The Minister Provincial of the Friars Minor, Br. 
Ndumiso Khumalo, OFM, officially opened the 
National Chapter with a prayer and welcomed the 
CIOFS visitors.  On the first day of the chapter, it 
was dedicated to the reports from the National 
Minister, treasurer, formator, and the conference 
of the national spiritual assistants. Then followed 
the formation session conducted by Mary and 
Eremenciana on “Responsibility and Roles of the 
Officers and of each Office.” On Saturday, the day 
began with the Liturgy of the Hours and adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, and after breakfast, 
another formation session was conducted by the 
general spiritual assistant on “Spiritual Assistants 
and their Roles in Fraternities.” 

Followed by another formation session conduct-
ed by Mary and Eremenciana, who spoke on 
the “identity of OFS - who are we? The need for 
proper formation.” 

Then there was a presentation on the Internation-
al Statutes and the national statutes, intended to 
raise awareness among all OFS members of the di-
verse issues to be observed when a national stat-
ute is drafted for approval. After the intense morn-
ing, the elective session began with the theme: “I 
have done what is mine to do; may Christ teach 

you what is yours to do.”  Before the elective ses-
sion, the OFS members had voted unanimously on 
the reports from the National Minister, treasurer, 
formator, spiritual assistants, and the 2026 budget. 

The capitulars finally had the great joy of elect-
ing a new council after so many years of not be-
ing able to elect one, as for some years the CIOFS 
had been nominating the Council due to the lack 
of quorum. The National Council of South Africa 
elected Thabang Senyakoe, OFS, as a National 
Minister, and Maetsane Mothibe, OFS, as an Inter-
national Councillor for the next three years.  

Immediately following the celebration of the Holy 
Mass for the installation of the New Council, the 
Old and New Councils met to draft priorities to 
ensure a strong, effective OFS rule and Constitu-
tions that promote the spiritual and pastoral ma-
turity of OFS members and Spiritual Assistants in 
South Africa. 

Despite the long and challenging elective ses-
sion, the capitular had successfully and joyfully 
finalised it with the celebration of the Holy Mass 
presided over by the Minister Provincial, Br. 
Ndumiso Khumalo, OFM, during which all present 
witnessed the installation of the newly elected na-
tional Council of the Secular Franciscan Order in 
South Africa. 

OFS

OFS South Africa, National Elective Chapter
26 February - 1 March 2026
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In the framework of the Silver Jubilee of the Rosa 
Mystica Federation (PCC India), Br. Fabio Ce-
sar Gomes, OFM, General Delegate of the Poor 
Sisters of St. Clare, made a fraternal visit to the 
monasteries of the Poor Clares in India. Over 
the course of ten days, the route ran from west 
to east and from north to south of the country, 
covering more than 4,972 kilometres of flights 
and roads. 

In the dialogue with the communities, Br. Fabio 
emphasised with insistence the serene joy, 
the wisdom that comes from listening, and the 
strength of fraternal love lived in daily life, as 
concrete expressions of the spiritual heritage of 
St. Francis and St. Clare. He also had the oppor-
tunity to visit the Taj Mahal, in Agra, known as 
the “City of Love”, and to meet with the anima-
tors of the local Church, including Archbishop 
Raphy Manjaly and Archbishop Emeritus Albert 
D’Souza, in an atmosphere of esteem and eccle-
sial communion. 

In the path between the monasteries, the com-
munities visited were the Monastery of St. 
Francis of Assisi (Aradhana), Etmadpur, with 10 
sisters; St. Clare’s Monastery, Raiganj, with 12 sis-
ters; St. Joseph’s Monastery, Dudhani (Dumka), 
with 4 sisters; the Panakahalli Monastery, with 
8 sisters; the Monastery of the Holy Trinity, Alu-
va, with 10 sisters; and St. Colette’s Monastery, 
Shamshabad, with 15 sisters.  In every place, the 
visit was experienced as a gesture of closeness 

and confirmation in the contemplative vocation, 
which silently supports the evangelising mission 
of the whole Church. 

He also participated in the jubilee celebration 
at the Monastery of St. Colette’s, where Sisters 
from various monasteries gathered to share a 
few days of prayer, formation, and fraternity. In 
this context, Br. Fabio offered a reflection cen-
tred on five key words that begin with the letter 
“C”: contemplation, communion, charism, com-
munication, and compassion. She invited the 
Sisters not to lose sight of their origins, to cher-
ish their love for the charism of the first mothers 
who arrived in India and to walk clearly towards 
the definitive goal, eternal life, living communion 
and compassion every day with greater depth. 

The Jubilee program also included formative 
and cultural moments. Br. Charles Arulanandam, 
OFM, Assistant to the Poor Clares, animated an 
activity on Cor Orans, and offered a space in 
which each community presented “The beauty 
of my monastery”, sharing traits of their life and 
history. In another talk, Br. Praveen, OFM, pre-
sented a reflection from a letter from the Minis-
ter General in the context of the eighth Cente-
nary of the Transit of St. Francis, highlighting the 
image of the seed that continues to sprout in the 
life of the Franciscan Family. There was also no 
lack of artistic and musical expressions in hon-
our of St. Clare, which helped to contemplate, 
through beauty, the gift of vocation. 

Pro Monialibus

Visit of Br. Fabio Cesar Gomes to the monasteries  
of the Poor Clares in India

Rosa Mystica Federation 
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The Jubilee Eucharist, celebrated on the 13th Febru-
ary, crowned these days of gratitude. Br. Fabio presid-
ed over the Mass, concelebrated by friars of the Order, 
who are linked to the spiritual accompaniment of the 
communities. The homily, delivered by Br. Arok Sun-

der, OFM, helped to reread the path travelled with a 
gaze of faith and to renew the commitment to walk in 
hope. After the celebration, the Sisters danced and of-
fered gestures of gratitude, and a fraternal lunch was 
shared, a sign of the evangelical joy and unity that sus-
tains the contemplative life. 

This Silver Jubilee, lived around the visit of the Gener-
al Delegate pro monialibus, leaves a sign of gratitude 
and renewed enthusiasm. In a Church called to walk 
in communion, the life of the Poor Sisters of St. Clare 
continues to be a silent and eloquent witness: a lamp 
lit in prayer, a heart open to compassion and a space 
where fraternity becomes prophecy.  

May the Lord sustain these communities and make 
their entrustment fruitful, so that, in the simplicity of 
the Gospel, they may continue to illuminate the path 
of the People of God. 

	 Franciscan  
	 Bookmark

Fr. Fabio  
Nardelli, OFM

Tau Editrice

Frate Francesco  
Stella di un mattino che non tramonta

Matteo Curina

Edizioni  
Studium

La Trinità e il mondo nelle 
Collationes in Hexaëmeron  

di Bonaventura da Bagnoregio

Fr. Guglielmo  
Spirito, OFMConv
Fr. Gabriele 
Calzoni, OFM

Edizioni 
Biblioteca 
Francescana

Il libro degli angeli
L’angelologia di Francesc Eiximenis

Fraternitas

Subscribe Web Follow us

www.ofm.orgcomgen@ofm.orgNewsletter

Ordo Fratrum Minorum
OFMCuria Generale dei Frati Minori

Via di S. Maria Mediatrice, 25 
Roma, Italia

Director:  Br. Byron A. Chamann Anléu OFM

Translators: Br. John Luke OFM, Br. Arthur 
Andersen OFM, Br. Rick Martignetti OFM © 2025 All rights reserved

Write us

@ofmorg @fratrumminorum @ofm.org flickr

https://www.taueditrice.it/libro/frate-francesco/
https://www.edizionistudium.it/libri/la-trinit%C3%A0-e-il-mondo-nelle-collationes-hexa%C3%ABmeron-di-bonaventura-da-bagnoregio

https://ed.bibliotecafrancescana.it/prodotto/il-libro-degli-angeli-langelologia-di-francesc-eiximenis/?v=e1f017c275d4
https://stats.sender.net/forms/dwpn6R/view
mailto:comgen%40ofm.org?subject=Fraternitas%3A
https://ofm.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/ofmdotorg/videos/
https://www.instagram.com/fratrumminorum/
https://www.facebook.com/ofm.org
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ordofratrumminorum/

	XXIX Assembly of the Union 
of Latin American Franciscan Conferences (UCLAF) 
	General Curia Agenda 

	Resilience and Collaboration in Franciscan Life 
and Mission in Myanmar 
	Presence, fraternity and perseverance: 
the Franciscan mission in Cambodia 
	Fraternal Visit to the Peruvian Amazon
	Third meeting of ‘Francesco ha gli occhi tuoi’ (Francis has your eyes)
	Siena celebrates the eighth centenary 
of the Little Testament of St. Francis 
	Franciscan Family in Rwanda celebrates 
the 800th anniversary of the Death of St. Francis
	Letter to Formators of the Postulants 
	Message on the Occasion of Ramadan 
1447 and Lent 2026
	Meeting of the OFM International 
Commission for Safeguarding
	GSME Documents
	Franciscan Mission Leaders Gather in Nagasaki 
to Renew Evangelization in East Asia
	Meeting of the Provincial Secretaries 
for Formation and Studies of Poland
	Fraternal meeting of the Provinces of Malta and Sicily
	Madrid hosts the meeting of Ministers 
and Provincial Vicars of Spain and Portugal 
	Life in the Order

	OFS South Africa, National Elective Chapter
	Visit of Br. Fabio Cesar Gomes to the monasteries 
of the Poor Clares in India
		Franciscan 
	Bookmark


