
 

 

Homily 
 

Dear Brothers, 

Today's readings invite us to look with faith at God's action in our history, especially in the 
moments when all seems lost. 

The story of the Exodus places us in one of the most dramatic moments of the people of 
Israel: on the one hand, the impassable sea; on the other, the army of the pharaoh that 
pursues them. Humanly, there is no way out. Fear takes hold of the people, and they think 
again that perhaps it would have been better to stay as slaves in Egypt. But there the voice 
of Moses is raised, not to give a human solution, but to announce a divine promise: 

"Do not be afraid; stand firm, and you will see the victory that the Lord is going to grant you 
today... The Lord will fight for you; wait calmly." 

This scene reminds us how many times in life we too feel cornered: by difficult personal or 
community situations. Critical moments that test our faith, that confront us with the need 
to make complex or transcendental decisions. And then, like the people, the temptation 
arises to go back, to seek human security, to resign ourselves to living as slaves of fear, sin 
or mediocrity. 

But God has not taken us out of Egypt to let us die in the desert. 

God has not given us His Son so that we can live chained to the past. 

God opens paths where there are none. 

That is the heart of today's message: when you see no way out, trust: God keeps opening 
paths. 

It seems to me that in the spirit of St. Francis this is also the mission of the Visitor. It is not 
just a matter of going to do an investigation on the situation of an entity, and then vomiting 
our report in their faces to the brothers so that they understand and correct themselves. No, 
we have been called to bring the Good News also during the Visitation. 

The ministry entrusted to them among the brothers and sisters is also a service of 
evangelization. This is what St. Francis makes clear when he speaks of the task of visiting 
his brothers and sisters, and speaks of "proclaiming to them the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who is the word of the Father, and the words of the Holy Spirit, who are spirit and life" (2 Acts 3).  

It is true that the Word of God also exhorts and corrects, strongly calling for conversion. 
However, this word, if it is truly from God, opens doors, does not close them, pushes us to 
the future with confidence and does not anchor in the past. We must therefore avoid 
analyses without a future, loaded with paralyzing realism, expressions that close the way 
and that seek to take away the possibility of dreaming. 

Like Jesus to the Pharisees, you too must invite your brothers and sisters to know how to 
recognize the signs of God's presence in their midst, signs which, if authentic, fill us with 



 

 

joy in hope and, at the same time, are a call to responsibility, are an appeal to respond to 
love with love,  to God's faithfulness to our faithfulness.  

May St Lawrence of Brindisi, whose memory we celebrate today, grant us a profound love 
for the Word of God, which, if accepted with trust, is a generator of new life for us and for 
our fraternities. 
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