
Dear Brothers and Sisters, May the Lord give 
you peace!

I would like to journey with you into St Francis’ 
feelings when on that Christmas day in 1223, he 
indulged his restless impulse to go into the rocks 
and woods around the village of Greccio. Not alone 
but accompanied by his brothers and by an unas-
suming and poor humanity, made up of simple folk 
and humble people. 

What drove Friar Francis to experience that 
Christmas was the irresistible desire to see the 
poverty in which the Lord Jesus wanted to be born 
with his own eyes. And this to believe that He - cru-
cified and risen - is present, alive and glorified in 
the Holy Spirit, hidden under the tiny appearance 
of bread until the day of His return. 

Clare will live by this same gaze, astonished and 
loving, that nourishes her faith and focuses it on 
the poverty of Jesus, from his birth, throughout his 
life, up to the Cross. Clare’s life is transformed and 
made similar in every way to the poor Crucified, 
together with her sisters. 

Seeing and believing are two verbs, as we well 
know, central to St Francis. 

Seeing reminds us of the physicality of Francis’ 
faith: it is not enough for him to think, but he wants 
to see with his eyes, touch with his hands, smell 
with his nostrils, hear with his ears, taste with his 
tongue. In short, his whole person, his senses, are 

set in motion by desire, by what moves him most 
deeply. So, faith is simply life for him.

I wonder if I still have a fervent desire to see and 
touch the Lord. Perhaps something else moves me. 
Then like Francis, I need to get out of my comfort 
zone and set out towards a different and possibly 
hostile place, to which the wood and the rocks of 
Greccio allude. It is here that I can listen again to 
that desire within me, in the very groaning of cre-
ation, our common home: to see the Lord Jesus in 
the mystery of his poverty and weakness, to open 
myself and ourselves again to a renewed encoun-
ter with him in the Spirit. 

Francis experienced this encounter in a “phys-
ical” way: he touched the body of the Lord in the 
Gospel, read and listened to every day; he saw him 
in the leper, in his brothers, in the poor priests, in 
sinners; he saw the poverty of Jesus in the paradox 
of the human condition, magnificent and at the 
same time destined for death. He looked into the 
eyes of this fragility, finally freed from bitterness 
and fear. 

From the encounter with Jesus, the joy of faith 
blossoms for him, the fresh look of the risen man 
who sees the presence of God in all creatures and, 
for this reason, praises him and returns all good 
to him.
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GRECCIO OPENS THE WAY TO-
WARDS THE FIVE FRANCISCAN 
CENTENARIES

On 29 November 2021, the feast 
of All Saints of the Franciscan Order, 
the journey towards the five Francis-
can Centenaries to be celebrated in 
the coming years, began in Greccio. 
Br Amando Trujillo Cano, Minister 
General of the Third Order Regular, 
referred to the letter sent on behalf 
of all the Ministers General of the 
Franciscan Family. “The next few 
years will be marked by the memo-
ry of important moments in the life 
of St Francis in his last years. In par-
ticular, from 2023 to 2026, we will re-
member what we like to call a single 
Franciscan Centenary, which, sur-
rounding the Holy Year of 2025, will 
include the 800th anniversary of the 
Rule, Christmas at Greccio (2023), 
the Stigmata (2024), the Canticle of 
the Creatures (2026) and the Passo-
ver of Francis (2026)”.

The celebrations were opened in 
Greccio by Br Joaquin Echeverry and 
Br Konrad G. Cholewa, OFM General 
Definitors, Br Francesco Piloni, Pro-
vincial of Umbria, Br Livio Crisci, Pro-
vincial of Tuscany and Br Luciano De 
Giusti, Provincial of Lazio-Abruzzo.

The President of the Pontifical 
Council for the New Evangelisation, 
Archbishop Rino Fisichella, was pres-
ent with the bishops of Assisi, Rieti 
and Arezzo.
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VISIT OF THE MINISTER GENER-
AL TO THE UNITED STATES

In these days before the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception, Br Mas-
simo Fusarelli, accompanied by the 
General Definitor Br Jimmy Zammit 
and the Director of the Foundation 
“Fraternitas” Br Franco Mirri, visited 
the fraternity of Waterford in Wis-
consin which depends on the Min-
ister General and the General Sec-
retariat for the Franciscan Missions 
which is supported and animated by 
the Provinces of the United States, in 
collaboration with the General Curia.

Friar Massimo was able to share 
with the friars their life of prayer, fra-
ternity and also what they live and 
accomplish through their service. 
In this way he was able to meet the 
staff and deepen his current knowl-
edge of what is being done in the 
Secretariat.

Friar Massimo also visited the In-
firmaries of the Province of the As-
sumption and the Province of the 
Sacred Heart, sharing the Eucharist 
and moments of encounter and 
greeting with the senior brothers.

In Chicago, Friar Massimo was 
able to spend an entire day with 
the temporarily professed and their 
formators of the Interprovincial 
House of St. Joseph. During there 
was an afternoon meeting with the 
students, formators from St Joseph 
and brothers from Blessed Giles Fri-
ary who are continuing studies after 
solemn profession. Br Massimo put 
aside his prepared text and engaged 
all present for a very rich moment 
of fraternity and mutual listening 
about formation today in this coun-
try and its prospects, especially for 
the future of Franciscan life in this 
great nation.

He was then with the brothers 
of the fraternity of St. Peter’s in the 
center of the city, as well as a visit to 
the brothers of the Custody of Her-
zegovina, also in Chicago.
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FRANCISCAN SECULAR ORDER 
MINISTER GENERAL’S ELECTION

From 13 to 21 November the XVI 
General Chapter of the Secular Fran-
ciscan Order took place in Rome. 
On November 17, in the presence 
of Massimo Fusarelli, Minister Gen-
eral ofm, the new OFS government 
was elected, for the next six years, 
by the 57 Chapter delegates. Dur-
ing the celebration of Holy Mass, 
Fr. Massimo began his homily say-
ing that “the Collect prayer, which 
opened our cele-bration, asked us 
to seek the grace to recognize Christ 
in the poor and needy: the ability to 
recog-nize is a gift that comes From 
God, as St. Francis says in the Tes-
tament: the Lord granted to me” ... 
and added that the cry of the Gos-
pel on the Day of the Feast of Saint 
Elisabeth reminds the Chapter del-
egates that, “being blessed means 
receiving a grace, including which is 
that of being able to recognize Christ 
in the needy “. For the next six years 
the Chapter Delegates elected Tibor 
Kauser, Hungary, and Mary Stro-
nach, United States, respectively by 
Minister General and Vice-Minister 
General. Together with them, the 
Presidential Councillors were elected 
as follows: for the Asia-Oceania area 
Francis Park, for French-speaking Af-
rica and Islands, Adolph Assaggaba; 
for English and Portuguese speaking 
Africa, Eremeciana Chinyama; for 
Northern Europe Dina Shabalina; 
for Southern Europe and the Medi-
terranean Noemi Paola Riccardi; for 
North and Central America Ana Ma-
ria Raffo; for South America Noemí 
Diana Silvia, and for Youfra Luis Feliz 
Chocojay.
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ROSA GIORGI
Il Presepe nell’arte, Viaggio 
nell’iconografia della Nati-
vità. Edizioni Terra Santa, 
2021, pp. 368

What is a peacock roo-
sting on the hut in the Ado-
ration of the Magi by the 
Blessed Angelico? Why do 
midwives appear in the Lot-
to Nativity scene? What is it 

that is holding up the Angels in the Adoration of the 
Shepherds by El Greco? Art masterpieces narrated 
through symbols, biblical meaning, curiosities and 
legends.

This journey into the iconography of the Nativity 
explores the theme of the Christmas crib following 
the golden thread through its main elements: the 
manger, the angels, the shepherds, the star, the 
Magi, the night, the gifts, the cave…. and many 
other things as well. In the unwinding of this thread 
we discover that apocriphal texts were determina-
tive for holy representations, because of their rich 
and often poetic narrative details.

NAZARENO FABBRETTI 
Antonio di Padova, Il ro-
manzo di una vita  
Edizioni Terra Santa, 
2021, pp. 208

The tale of the life of one 
of the most beloved saints 
in the world. The sophisti-
cated narrative of the au-
thor draws the heart to this 
fascinating and astonishing 

story, a truly mystical vocation. 
Anthony of Lisbon, sought long for his path in life, 

first with the Augustinians, then amongst the Fran-
ciscans, where he finally found his spiritual path. 
From Portugal to Italy, following the passion of the 
Franciscan martyrs in Morocco, and without ever 
letting himself be discouraged by the experience of 
a prolonged sickness, he discovered, little by little, 
the power of the Word of God and its preaching.

Edited by ONORATO GRASSI 
- ERNESTO DEZZA
Duns Scoto in Italia, Edizio-
ni, traduzioni, studi, Anto-
nianum, 2021, pp. 362

This volume offers stu-
dents and also a wider pu-
blic new contributions for 
a deeper knowledge of the 
thought of Duns Scotus and 
documents the present state 

of research in this field in Italy. It sets out the lines 
and fields of investigation marking the beginning 
of a partnership between researchers, from which 
we can hope for even more fruits in the future. 

The volume is laid out in three parts. In the first 
an inventory of the editions of the works of Duns 
Scotus is presented and the criteria of the different 
critical editions run through. In the second part the 
difficult subject of translation into modern langua-
ges of the Scotian texts, particularly into Italian, is 
confronted. In the third and most substantial part, 
after an introduction to the historical record of the 
research into Duns Scotus in Italy, contributions 
of specific themes of Scotian philosophy and the-
ology, with particular reference to knowledge, me-
taphysics and anthropology, are presented.

ALESSANDRO CAVICCHIA 
Il dono della speranza,  
Edizioni Terra Santa,  
pp. 72

“… and that which appe-
ared to me to be bitter was 
changed into sweetness of 
body and soul.” (Francis of 
Assisi, Testament)

Accompanied and ampli-
fied by a media “tsunami” 

the Covid-19 pandemic has made the emotional, 
psychological and religious trauma, that all sick-
ness and death bring with them and which are nor-
mally experienced in a bitter loneliness, common 
and even globalized it. 

Starting with his past experience with the sick as 
a hospital chaplain (“the unforgettable look of the 
sick”), the author looks back to the witness given 
by St Francis of Assisi, who felt drawn by the Lord 
to meet the lepers seeing his experience of bitter-
ness turned into “sweetness of body and soul”, and 
invites us on a human and faith centered journey 
rooted in the Bible that, in the extreme conditions 
which the sickness brings, can maintain alive the 
fire of hope and joy.
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PROMULGATION OF GENERAL STATUTES
DOWNLOAD

PRESS RELEASE OF NOVEMBER 2021“TEMPO FORTE”
SOURCE

PRESENTATION OF SIX YEAR GUIDELINE 2021-2027
DOWNLOAD

THE VICAR GENERAL VISITS EQUADOR AND PERU

The Vicar General, Friar Isauro Ulises Covili Linfati, 
made a Fraternal and Pastoral Visit to the Provinces of 
Ecuador and Peru, from 22 November to 5 December 
2021. The first stage of the visit was to the Province 
of Saint Francis in Ecuador. The second stage of the 
visit was to the Peruvian Provinces of the XII Apostles 
and of Saint Francis Solano. In addition to visiting the 
friars, Fra Isauro had several meetings with the Poor 
Clares and with the Franciscan Families.
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MINISTER GENERAL AGENDA 
JANUARY 2022

1-2	 Fraternal visit to Bosnia-Herzegovina and Croatia,
	 Split.
3-5	 Feast of the Sicilian Province and meeting 
	 with the Poor Clare Federation.
6	 Epiphany, Holy Mass in Aracoeli 
	 for the Holy Child.
7	 Audience of Pope Francis and General Definitory.
10-17	 Tempo Forte.
16	 Mass for the First Franciscan Martyrs, Terni. 
18	 Feast of the Great Chancellor.
19-28	 Meeting with new Ministers and Custodians. 
29	 General Definitory. 
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