Conclusion of the meeting of the new Ministers and Custodes
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary - 21st November 2023

Readings: Zech 2:14-17; Ps: 1Sam; Mt 12:46-50 

Homily 

The word of God we have heard is a proclamation of joy. The prophet Zechariah invites God's people to messianic joy because the Lord is in their midst. This joy is also expressed in the psalm taken from 1 Samuel: here joy is recognized as an offering to the lowly and the humble, the barren and the poor. 
Let us think of the proclamation of joy addressed to the shepherds at the birth of Jesus and of the Lord's words, when in His public ministry He rejoices in the Holy Spirit after the return of the seventy-two disciples and praises the Father because "He hid these things from the wise and learned and revealed them to little children". These words are very close to Mary's Magnificat: the joy of being the recipient of great things done by God in her because God looked down at her lowliness. 
The Gospel of Matthew records Jesus' response to the search for His family. The Lord refers to a new kind of kinship with Him, not based on blood, but on following the Father's Will. The bond is different and for this reason it can guarantee true joy, which is found in the encounter one with the other. 
In the Collect we asked to be able to participate in the fullness of grace, which is the very life of the Trinity in us and therefore the source of true joy. This liturgy is a memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whom tradition calls the cause and source of our joy. This joy originates in the salvation that comes from God, as spoken by the prophet. All this happened thanks to Mary's “Yes” to the Father's Will. 
It is indeed wonderful to receive this message of joy at the end of our meeting. Can we experience and keep this joy alive in our ministerial service, or are we doomed to be always worried, weighed down, and a little sad? Can this service become a source of joy for us? I do not have the answers, because it is up to each one of us to take on the ministry of the friars from within, from within ourselves along the way and not only from many problems and challenge that face us. 
The full joy that Zechariah proclaims comes from the presence of the Lord in the midst of His people and therefore wells up from the very centre of the heart of each one and each community.
 	I believe that we can live our service with the possibility of giving joy and not just things that are burdensome, if we cultivate our relationship with the Lord and try to live, think, feel and act in the living environment of faith and love and this not only within ourselves. Cultivating a relationship with the Lord helps us not to close ourselves off when we are faced with problems, but instead to preserve a wise reading of what is happening in us and around us. 
The atmosphere of joy helps us not to be crushed by the problems of every day, but to maintain a distance that helps and enlightens us, giving health to the body and the soul! Cultivating the joy of the spirit also helps us not to lose sight of the value of looking further than our small daily problems. 
We should never tire, in fact, of being focused and gazing towards the future, capable of anticipating what is to come, looking not only at the Order and the Province as they are today, but as they will be and how they are evolving and looking towards where they will be in the future.
 Let us ask the Lord for the grace to pass through this difficult time that we are experiencing at the moment for so many different reasons with the joy of that the Gospel gives, the fruit of the work within us born of the Spirit who filled Mary, the Virgin made Mother of the Church.
